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POLICY DECLARATION 
R/ The dissemination of well-known historical information regarding 
the development of the dental profession and dental science and 
technic is an important educational service. However, this function 
should be restricted largely to the textbook, the lecture and the 
classroom, Reiterated repetitions of accounts based on secondary 
sources by persons who have never tested the truth of the statements 
they repeat, serve only to instruct the novice at best; they often- 
times misinform; and they do little to increase the interest or number 
of informed readers, Authors who confine their historical writing to 
this unoriginal sort of article can scarcely expect editors of 
journals to welcome their contributions. One of the greatest needs of 
dental historiography today is more original research, In keeping 
with this conviction, the editor proposes in the future to give 
preference to notices of original investigations and syntheses of 
original material, in the pages of the Bulletin. The editor welcomes 
short original notes on historical subjects and references to research 
work in dental history. All communications should be addressed to 
George B. Denton, 222 East Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON'S DENTURE—WHERE? 
B/ An immense amount of literature has been published about the 
various dentures worn by George Washington, but a new controversy 
in which the layman participates as well as the’scholar was initiated 
by Mrs. Margaret Gibbs in The Reporter (March 5, 1959). This’contro- 
versy does not involve such questions as authenticity, origin, or 
chronology of the dentures ascribed to the Father of our Country. It 
concerns only where the dentures are which so many visitors to Mount 
Vernon assert that they saw exhibited in a museum case there, and 
which officials say never were and never will be exposed to the public 
gaze of the curious. 


The original article has been followed (Reporter, April 2, 1959) by 


letters both from proponents of Mrs. Gibbs' contention and from 
scholarly doubters. The most suspect statement is that the dentures 
in question had a wooden base with wooden pegs for teeth. The only 
professional dentists who used wood for dentures were the Japanese, 
and they employed animal substances for the artificial teeth. How can 
the memory of laymen and the records of officials be so greatly at 
poi It is an interesting problem in the evaluation of historical 
evidence. 


INFORMATION ON TOOTHBRUSHES WANTED 

R/ J. Menzies Campbell, 70 Great George Street, Glasgow W 2, Scotland, 
is interested to know whether any actual specimens of double-ended 

toothbrushes are extant in the United States like those pictured on 

Isaac Greenwood's handbill of 1788 (reproduced in Weinberger's 

History of Dentistry, Volume 2, page 128). Dr.‘Campbell would also 

like to know if the handles were of wood, ivory, or horn. 


ales 


THE ALLEGED DISCOVERY OF A ROMAN COMPLETE DENTURE 

RP/ Dr. Amedeo Bobbio (in APCD, Vol. 12, Be 2) has contributed an 
article on Phoenician, Etruscan, and Roman dental prosthesis, 

"A Odontologia dos Etruscos." Although the article contains nothing 

new, it makes reference to a supposed discovery of some years back 

which in the interests of sound history should be challenged to 

— further repetition. The distinguished Italian dentist, 

- de Vecchis, published an article’("La Scoperta di un nuovo appa- ° 
recchio protesico dell Epoca Romana," La Stomatologia Italiana, 1:84, 
Jan. 1939), in which without reservations he asserted that a denture 
in the possession of Prof. Baglioni of the University of Rome is a 
complete denture of Imperial Roman origin. Since de Vecchis gives 
only a description and photograph of the denture and no positive, 
specific facts in regard to the location or other circumstances of 
discovery, it may be assumed that none are known. De Vecchis' argu- 
ment in his words (translated) reveals its irrelevancy: 


"Why do we believe that such an appliance should be from the Imperial 
Period when we do not know from what finds it comes? 

"For two reasons: the first, because we have never come upon anything 
Similar from an Egyptian, Etruscan, or Phoenician tomb; the second, 
because the poets of the Imperial Period speak of dentures." 


There is nothing in the construction or material of the denture to 
preclude its having been made early in the nineteenth century; and the 
fact that the gold base’extends somewhat onto the palate suggests a 
late, rather than early, origin. 


Historical research of this character is unfortunate for two reasons: 
(1) careless historians (like Bobbio) are likely to accept the hypo- 
thesis as true without examining the evidence; (2) it wastes the time 
of instructed historians who must check the evidence, only to have the 
discovery disappear into thin air. 


DEVELOPMENT OF DENTISTRY IN CHILE, RUMANIA, AND LOWER SAXONY 

R/ A sketch‘of the early history of dentistry in Rumania by Paul 
Pruteanu, "Naissance de L'Odontologie en Moldavie Influence des: 

Dentistes Francais," appears in’L'Information Dentaire 40:1685-1690, 

December 1958, Francois Achard, a Frenchman, set up an Institut 


Odontotechnique which was continued by Charles Cazabon, another French 
dentist, from 1853. 


The foundation of the Dental Society of Chile in 1908 and its early ; 
development te 1917 are reported in Revista Dental de Chile 48:101-102, 
May-June 1958, with a list of its presidents to . 


Under the title "Zahndrztlicher Verein fllr Niedersachsen-~--eine 
Wertvolle Erinnerung"(ZM 46:905-909, Dec. 1, 1958), Werner Friese 
relates the history of the Dental Society for Lower Saxony. 


